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LBTTEE OP SILAS DEANE TO HIS BEOTHEE SIMEON 
DEANE, 1 FEOM PHILADELPHIA, 1779. 

Philadelphia, July 27 th , 1779. 
Dear Brother : 

I sent you a Dict y , by Mods : De Francy, which doubt not 
you have received, but untill I have Lett™ from you acknowl- 
edging it will make no Use of it. We are here in the greatest 
possible Anarchy & Confusion. On Saturday Mght the 
House of M r Humphreys a respectable Citizen, & as True, 
& brave a Whig, as any in this State was forced by the 
Rabble, excited, & led on, by Two of the Committee, He 
was from Home, but returned, just after they had entered in 
search of him. They had knocked down, and Wounded his 
Sister a Young Lady in the House, and were retiring just as 
He made his Way thro, them into his House ; He armed 
himself, and stood on his defence, whilst they insulted, and 
Abused him, and to intimidate Him, led up a File of Soldiers 
armed, but He bravely defied them all Unitedly, and without 
any Assistance from the Authority of the City or his K eigh- 
bors, dispersed them. This daring outrage, tho. not the 
greatest that has been committed here, has alarmed the 
Citizens, & yesterday there was a Town Meeting, at which 
the Committee found themselves greatly embarrass'd and 
were severely censured; M r E. Morriss was acquitted of 
every Charge, and greatly applauded, this indeed looks 
favorable, but the Meeting stands adjourned until this 
Morning, & the proceedings of this Day, will shew what 
will probably be the Event, the Contest is between the 
Eespectable Citizens, of Fortune & Character, opposed to 
the Constitution of this State, and People in lower Circum- 
stances, & Reputation, headed by Leaders well qualified for 
their Business, & supposed to be secretly supported, by the 

1 From " Correspondence and Journals of Samuel Blachley Webb," 
edited by Worthington C. Ford. 
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Pres' & Council However Things may End, It may at this 
Instant be truely said, there are few unhappier Cities, on the 
Globe than Philad", the reverse of its Name, is its present 
Character, which I hope will not be its situation for any 
Time. 

It is a Melancholy Reflection to Think, that whilst Our 
Common Enemy, is Wasting Our Sea Coasts, & laying Our 
fairest, & most peaceable Towns, in Ashes, "We are quarrell- 
ing among Ourselves, and can scarcely be constrained from 
plunging Our Swords in each others Bosoms. Fairfield, 
Norwalk, & the Country between them, are Plundered, & 
burnt to almost the last House by the Enemy, N Haven was 
Plundered, & the Stores on the Wharf burned, and many 
Houses in E Haven, the individual Acts of Barbarity You 
must suppose many, & Atrocious, they are so, almost beyond 
description, or Example The Enemy have evacuated the 
State ; The Surprise of their Garrison at Stoney Point was a 
most gallant Affair And conducted in some degree, to make 
them retire from Connecticut. Lord Cornwallis is arrived 
at New York with some Recruits, & it is given out that 
Adm 1 Arbuthnot may be daily expected with a large Rein- 
forcement I doubt it, though Our Friends in France, write 
positively, on the subject. He must have sailed in May, 
which induces Me to think his Destination changed, & that 
his being bound to America was given Out rather as a blind. 
I send you inclosed Two Lett™ from M r Limozin which I 
opened, impatient for News from France, from whence I 
received Nothing by Letter, pray write Me Your situation 
and What You have Suffered, also how the Land Office goes 
on. I send you part of Two Papers by which you will see 
how Payne [Thomas Paine] is handled, there are Two more 
still severer but I have them not by Me at this Time. The 
Verses merit preserving. 

Our Brother B. D. is gone to Boston, he has been success- 
ful in Privateering lately, in the Mars particularly. 

I am my D 1 Brother most Affectionately 

Yours 

S. Deane. 
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28 th I miss'd the Post of yesterday, & will now add briefly, 
the transactions of the Day. At Nine oClock Two or Three 
Hundred Men of the lower Orders of the People armed 
with large Staves or Bludgeons with Drum & Fife entered 
the State House Yard, and Stationed themselves Near The 
Hustings, soon after a large Number of Citizens of the first 
Character entered. A few Resolutions passed, when Gen 1 
Cadwallader offering to Speak the Phalanx prepared for 
the purpose raised such a Noise that He could not be heard, 
the Chairman call'd to Order and put the Question if He 
should be heard, a very great Majority declared for the 
hearing of him. But the Moment He began, He was in- 
terrupted by the same party, with their Shouts, striking, & 
cracking of their Sticks against each other &c, on this He 
with His Friends amounting to near Three fourths present, 
to prevent the most fatal as well as disgraceful Consequences 
retired in a Body to the College where they formed a Meet- 
ing & went on with their Business, & appointing a Comm. 
to protest against the proceedings of the other party, they 
came to several Resolutions and Adjourned The party left 
in the State House yard also went on, & passed a Number 
of Resolutions, such as might be expected from them, & 
then broke up. Thus The Two Parties are pitted against 
each other, each making Proselytes as fast as possible, against 
another Tryal of their Forces meantime the Minister has 
taken up the Insult offered to M r Holker, & thro, him, to 
his Most Christian Majesty by the late Committee in a 
perious Stile, & demanded satisfaction; This will I hope 
bring some of these Leaders to their Senses, but some of 
them I have no doubt have their Views, & their Interest so 
strongly & deeply fixed in promoting Anarchy & Confusion, 
That Nothing will call them off the desperate Course they 
are pursuing, some of them I doubt not are well paid for 
all This by the Enemy ; and sure I am, the Enemy is now 
gaining more, by this kind of Campaign, than by any other 
they can devise or plan. I am now seriously intent on 
leaving the City as soon as possible, without any further 
reference to Congress, for 1 see no probability of their 
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waking from the Lethargy they are in, and Attending to 
Business of the utmost importance, in a regular and decisive 
Manner. The Report is that Lord Cornwallis and the Fleet 
are arrived, but Acc ts of the Troops uncertain, some say 
Five Thousand some More, if they are really arrived I 
expect a large detachment of them will be employed in 
Maneuvring, with Gen 1 Washington, & in destroying Our 
Coasts Or that their Fleet and a principal part of their 
Army will strike on some part Eastward, perhaps Attempt 
Boston whether I shall go Northward or Southward first is 
uncertain, but I shall leave the Continent the Moment I can 
do it with probable Safety, of Arriving, in the first Neutral, 
or Friendly Port, pray let Me know what Bromfield & Roach 
are doing, their Conduct is very surprising and they do not 
write Us one "Word. I am ever my Dear Brother 
Most Affectionately 

Yours &c 

S. Deane. 



